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Quarterly Newsletter - Winter 2021 
 

 
www.SouthSarasotaModernQuiltGuild.com 

www.facebook.com      www.instagram.com 

 

 

  

 

Upcoming Events 

January 3 
Playing with a Modern Deck  

closes at Art Ovation 
 

January 6 
S2MQG monthly meeting 

 
February 3 

S2MQG monthly meeting 
 

February 5 
Airing of the Mid-Century  

Modern Quilts 
Maxine Barritt Park, Venice 

 
February 16 - 20 

Quiltcon, Phoenix, AZ 
 

February 18 - 19 
Gathering of Quilts 

Punta Gorda, FL 
 

March 3 
S2MQG monthly meeting 

 
March 5 - 6 

Venice Area Quilters Guild Show 
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From the Desk of our President 
 
Hello Fellow S2MQG members, 
 
As we enter our five-year mark as a guild, I am thankful for 
all the wonderful friendships that have been created.  
 
We have some amazing talent. Generous hearts. Good people. 
We hoped this guild would build a solid community. I believe, 
even through Covid restrictions, we had a chance to learn, grow, and adapt to a new way of 
meeting as a community. 
 
The past two years have taught me to really take a good look at what is important. South 
Sarasota Modern Quilt Guild is important. We are making a difference. We are an amazing 
group of sewists.  
 
I am thankful for you letting me navigate our guild through the very difficult time of keeping to 
ourselves but coming together as one during meetings. Thank you for believing in me. I have 
learned a little about boards. Not much, but a little.  
 
The upcoming year should be just as wonderful as last. I am over the moon that our Education 
Team and Program Team are staying on. 
 
Many thank yous to all incoming board members, committee chairs, and membership! 
Peg Normandin, you have catapulted our guild to a new level! Our work is hanging in a 
gallery!  Lisa Arndt and Carla Williams, we have traveled the world with your educators! These 
are HUGE! Jenni Engleman and Jamie Naylor made meeting via the "interweb" possible for all 
guild members. Those two ladies kept us in business. Joy Abbott has kept us in line, as well as 
kept us a 501(c) guild. Her knowledge is what made us run like clockwork. Diane Kearney was 
most important to document our meetings when people could not ZOOM. Mary Hayes has 
stayed on as membership to dot all the i's and cross the t's. And Jo Haraf, if not for you, I would 
not be writing this year end goodbye. I thank all these women, volunteers, who have worked 
tirelessly to ensure we have a wonderful guild.  
 
I look forward to 2022 and hope to be on a committee or two! 

 
to all S2MQG Members. I will see you all soon! 
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Election News: Our 2022 Officers  
 
President: TBD 
Vice Presidents of Programming:  

Peg Normandin and Linda Crump 
Vice Presidents of Education:  

Carla Williams and Lisa Arndt 
Vice President of Communications: Megan Jones 
Vice President of Social Media: Bridget Pasternak 
Secretaries: Cass Bowen and Chris Haddad 
Treasurer: Joy Abbott 
 
Many thanks to our retiring officers: Michelle McMillian, Jamie Naylor, Jenni Engleman, and 
Diane Kearney. We're grateful to you all for volunteering to serve in the positions you have 
held over the years. Without your dedication, time, and efforts, our guild wouldn't exist.  
 
To our returning and new officers, we are eager to help you lead our guild into the future. 

 

           

 Sweet Home Holiday 
Jennifer Engleman 

Christmas Kawandi 
Carla Williams 
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Membership News brought to you by Mary Hayes 
Membership Dues are Due. 
 
Consult the S2MQG Membership Form page for forms and details. In short, there are two 
ways to pay your membership dues:   
 
1. Download the PDF membership form and mail it to Mary Hayes at 11765 Summer Springs 

Drive, Riverview, FL 33579 along with a $45 check made out to S2MQG.  
2. Pay online with PayPal and complete the Google Docs form available at the website. 
 
Once the payment and the form are received, you will receive an email from Mary thanking 
you for your 2022 renewal. Any member whose dues remain unpaid by February 1st will be 
considered delinquent and filed as inactive. Inactive member may be reinstated upon 
submission of a membership application and payment of current annual dues. 
 
Questions? Contact Mary Hayes at MaryQuilts913@gmail.com.  

 

 

Education News  
 
Co-chairs Lisa Arndt and Carla Williams are off finding new 
and exciting classes for 2022.  
 
Watch this space for future announcements.  
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Program News  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Peg Normandin is excited to be partnering with Linda 
Crump as Co-vice Presidents of Programming.  
 
Watch Out! 2022 will be amazing! 
 
 
 
Kona 2021 Color of the Year, Horizon Quilt 
Challenge 
 
Learn all about Susan Gotlieb's Kona Horizon 
challenge at our website.  
 
 
 
Mid-Century Modern Painters Challenge  
 
You'll find the mid-century modern painters challenge 
details on our website. Modern Painters quilts due 
February 3rd. They will be displayed at the Airing of 
the Quilts February 5th at the Maxine Barritt Park, 
Venice, Fl. The event is sponsored by our sister 
guild, The Sarasota Modern Quilt Guild. 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  

Mary Hayes 
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Quiltcon Community Outreach Quilt 

Our Quilt is going to 
Quiltcon! 

It took a community to make our Quiltcon Community Outreach Quilt.  
 
Block contributors: Pam Morris, Deb Arnstat, Diane Kearney, Jill Platt, Marie Black, Carla 
Williams, Peg Normandin, Nancy Larkin, Megan Jones, Jane Pepin, Chris Haddad, Joy Abbott, 
Linda Crump, Mary Hayes, and anonymous (so sorry that we didn't get all the names), 
 
Kudos to The Modern 
Sewist for donating the 
assembly space.  
 
Sew Day elves included 
Nancy Larkin, Megan 
Jones, Jane Pepin, Chris 
Haddad, and Mary Hayes. 
 
Design and Construction 
Day helpers included 
Nancy Larkin, Megan 
Jones, Jane Pepin, Chris 
Haddad, Joy Abbott, 
Bridget Pasternak, and 
Mary Hayes. 
 
Individual doer bees: 
Mary Hayes (quilt 
design), Carole Lyles 
Shaw (financial support), 
Lisa Arndt (batting and 
quilting), Jann Nohe 
(binding), Cass Bowen 
(label). 
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Our Members are Sew Special! 
 

Meet Cherie Grzych! 
 
Cherie is a former member of the Detroit and Ann Arbor Modern Quilt Guilds. 
Their loss is our gain! 
 
 
Cherie, tell us a little bit about your life in quilting. 
 
I've been quilting for eleven years. When my daughter went to college in 2010, 
I found the book, Collaborative Quilting by Gwen Marston and Freddy Moran. I 

used their “Parts Department” method to make my first quilt.  
 
While it’s not my most beautiful quilt, I am proud of my 
Rotation quilt which hung at the 2018 Maker Faire at The 
Henry Ford Museum in Michigan (it was also shared by 
Lecien Fabrics on their blog & Instagram pages). I loved 
this one for the process. Using mainly First of Infinity 
collection prints, I cut hexagon thirds and placed them to 
give a kaleidoscope effect.  
 
I have maybe five or six works-in-progress. I don’t like to 
start something new until my current project is finished. My 
La Passacaglia is in a bin somewhere around here… 
 
I’m very creative and kind of an introvert. I like having fun 
and my weird sense of humor is what gets me through the 
tough times. I’m definitely an acquired taste! I love color and 
mixing/matching fabric. I’m a compulsive fussy cutter. Most 
of the time, I prefer to design my own quilts; but math is my 
weak point, so improv is probably my favorite.  
 
My favorite quote or motto is: “In a world where you can be 
anything, be kind” 
 
You can follow Cherie on Instagram at Cherie_Gee where you'll meet her quilts, dog, cat, and family.  
 
 
Cherie shared her Rotation quilt with us at the November 2nd meeting.  
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My name is Lisa Arndt. I am forty-three-years-young. My quilting journey 
began before I could drink (Legally... LOL!) John, the boat captain at my 
job as a nanny, gave me a gift certificate to a St. Petersburg quilt shop. 
He paid for the class and all the supplies and fabric I needed to make a 
nine-patch baby quilt! My mom still has that quilt.  
 
John has NO idea how his gift changed MY WHOLE LIFE!  

 
From the moment I took that first class until now, twenty-three years later, I 
have NEVER stopped. Quilting is my world, my joy, and my job for twenty-two 
years. I been a longarm quilter since the day I showed up to my new job at the 
very shop I learned to piece in.  
 
I have quilted approximately 7,800 quilts in my career! Can you even imagine 
the hours I have spent in front (and back) of a longarm?!? I love what I do! I 
mean, sometimes I only like what I do... but that is really because I have been 
spoiled and get to do what I love every day of my adult life! While I am a pretty 
great longarm quilter, I am only an average (at best) piecer! Poor Anthony 
Jones, master quilting instructor, he would be so 
disappointed at that fact.  
 
 
My personal style is all over the board which helped me be a great longarmer. I truly like it all! That 
and the fact that I was young and DUMB when I started quilting. I had zero fear. I did what I wanted 
and when I got bored, I tried something else!  
 
I joined the South Sarasota Modern Quilt Guild because it is so far from my house (I live in Wesley 
Chapel, ninety minutes from The Modern Sewist) so that I would NOT volunteer. So...I am currently 
holding half a board position as Co-vice President of Education with Carla Williams.... Bwahaha!  
 

 
 
 
This rainbow mandala is the back of Nicole 
Buckley’s quilt ❤❤, All free motion and ruler 
work  
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More Important News 
 The Bees are buzzing! 
 
These inspirational Bee Blocks are brought to you by Bee Chair 
Mary Hayes. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

Diane Kearney's Pineapple Block Denise Savas'  
FPP Samples 

Mary Hayes' New York Beauties 
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Community Quilts  
 

As of December 7th, 22 quilts had been delivered to 
Guardian Ad Litem for the children and teens they serve. 

Another 16 quilts will be warming hearts and bodies before 
Christmas. 
 

Don't stop sewing! We are so close to 50 quilts! 
 

Many thanks to our committee members: 
Jody Jordan, Pam Morris, Carole Lyles Shaw, Chris Haddad, and all our dedicated quilters. 
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Community Quilts continued 

 

 

Many thanks to The Modern Sewist for hosting the December 10th, 2021 Sew Day! 
Watch your email and Facebook for future Sew Days. 

 

 

Want to help but can't make a Sew Day? Send us your orphan 
blocks! Your donation combined with others' will make a colorful 
and comforting quilt, and isn't that what Community Quilting is all 
about? 

 

Many thanks to Joy Abbott and Peg Normandin for their longarm 
services to Community Quilts. Additional longarm quilters and binding fairies are 
always welcome.  
  

Community Quilt Sew - October 26, 2021 
St. Margaret's of Scotland church 

 Tula Pink 
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Member Recognition 
Pam Morris' quilts have recently been selected for display and rightfully so!  
 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

These two beauties are in residence at 
the Largo Library until Jan 31, 2022. 

 

This work of blue and white art was 
accepted into The Artist's Question, a 

traveling SAQA show open to members 
of the states around the Gulf of Mexico. 

 
April 25 - May 14, 2022 

Florida Craft Gallery in St. Pete. 
 

September 2 - October 29, 2022  
Alliance for the Arts, Fort Myers. 

 
May 8 - June 30, 2023  

Marco Island Center for the Arts. 
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Tricks and Tips 
Peg Normandin found a jewel of a tool. I'll let her tell you all about it.  

"I love a tool that is not only functional but also has an aesthetic quality that 
pleases my eye. Much like a handmade quilt that makes a beautiful focal point 
for a bedroom but also can keep you warm to sleep. I like the dual points on 
this tool, seam ripper and stylist to turn corners or points. The ends also flip 
for safe storage. Made by a local woodworker and turned on a lathe." 

Peg recalls the price to be around $30. 
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Books For When You're Not Quilting 
The Last Runaway by Tracy Chevalier 
 

From the author:   

Honor Bright is a modest English Quaker with a 
broken heart. Emigrating to Ohio with her sister in the 
hope of making a new life, she soon discovers that 
19th-century America is a hard, precarious place to 
live. Its people are practical and unsentimental, its 
climate challenging. Even its quilts are different from 
those she makes. Moreover, it is divided by slavery, 
legal in southern states and opposed by many 
northerners. 

One day a runaway slave appears in the farmyard of 
Honor’s new family, and she must decide what to do. 

Even Quakers - famed for championing human equality - may hesitate to break the 
laws of the land. Drawn into the clandestine activities of the Underground 
Railroad, a network of people helping runaways escape to freedom, Honor 
befriends two surprising women who demonstrate what defiance can achieve. 
Eventually she must decide if she too can act on what she believes in, whatever 
the personal costs. 

 

Quilts are a constant theme in Chevalier's book. Honor's even, small, and invisible stitches 
make her the best quilter in her new Ohio home. Back in England, sewists paper pieced 
quilts, although the technique is never referred to in the novel as English paper piecing 
(EPP) because, duh, that would be redundant. In Ohio, appliqué is the way to quilt, with 
Star of Bethlehem a recurring style.  At "frolics," groups stitch quilts for young women, 
since you can’t get married unless you have at least twelve quilts in your hope chest. Thank 
goodness the twelve-quilt rule no longer exists. 
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Buying and Selling 
Modern Quilting  

with  
Carole Lyles Shaw! 

 

On Demand Quilt 
Classes 

 
Live Quilt Classes 

 
 

Find more at www.CaroleLylesShaw.com  
 

You can reach Carole at 
info@CaroleLylesShaw.com 

 
 

Longarm Quilting  
by Peg Normandin! 

 
Peg offers high quality 
edge-to-edge computer 

guided longarm quilting.  
 

Most quilts are 
completed in three 

weeks or less. 
 

See Peg's work on Facebook.  
Contact her at 

PegNormandinQuilts@gmail.com  
or 941-451-9881. 
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Sister Guilds  
 

Manatee Patchworkers – www.manateepatchworkers.org 
Sarasota Modern Quilt Guild – www.sarasotamodernquiltguild1.com 
Venice Area Quilters Guild – www.vaqg.org 
Friendship Knot Quilters Guild, Inc – www.friendshipknotquilters.com   
South Florida Modern Quilt Guild – www.southfloridamqg.com 

 
Thanks to Joy Abbott for the recent additions to our Sister Guilds list. 

 
 


