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Quarterly Newsletter - September 2020 
 

 
www.SouthSarasotaModernQuiltGuild.com 

www.facebook.com                   www.instagram.com 

 
From the Desk of Our President 
 

Hello S2MQG Family, 

First a big thank you to Jo Haraf for taking on the newsletter.  

How have you been? How are you pivoting in these times? Everyone reading 
is ready for travel, and socially interacting with others, I can only assume.  I 
do not know about you, but my family has canceled vacations near and far, 
as life is passing us by. Enough “hermiting” (it could be a word) and more 
frolicking, I say.   

The big news for frolicking, or less frolicking is MQG’s QuiltCon will be 
virtual in 2021. Registration is open, ready for members to sign up for 
lectures and classes. Speaking of MQG…  MQG website is full of wonderful 
content on block studies as well as how to’s for those not able to get the 
education from local quilt shops these days. Remember, our membership 
fees cover all the free classes on MQG website. 

Thank you to Peg Normandin and Katie Metheny for all their efforts in 
collecting masks and quilts and delivering them to the wonderful programs, 
and health care facilities. Everyone’s efforts were published in local 
magazines and newspapers!  We still have people reaching out for masks. 
School teachers are responding to Peg N. Let us keep up the mask making! 
WHO is IN? 

Thank you to our VP’s Of Marketing/Web/Communication Jennifer 
Engleman and Jamie Naylor! Your tireless efforts have given our newish 

 

Upcoming Events 

September 3 

S2MQG Zoom meeting 

February 18 

QuiltCon 2021  
Together Online 

www.quiltcon.com 

October 29 

S2MQG's next retreat will run 
October 29-31, 2021.  
More details to come! 

  

Quiltcon 2021 
Community Outreach 
Quilt Challenge 

Check here for the circle 
quilt challenge details and 
colors. Watch the S2MQG 
website and Facebook for 
more information.  

Thanks to Mary Hayes and 
Linda Crump for leading this 
effort. 

 

A 
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guild media attention!  Our efforts also had Sarasota County employees 
motivated by our VP’s of Communication/website/marketing in making 
masks for county employees at libraries spanning from Sarasota to Venice 
and Northport. Thank you, Jamie! Bravo to all! Being part of a guild really is 
creating community. We still have people reaching out for masks. School 
teachers are responding to Peg N. Let us keep up the mask making! WHO is 
IN? 

We will be Zooming for the month of September, and with most likelihood 
of October and November, too. With this said, Zooming for classes is what 
Nancy Larkin and Karis Hess will be looking into.  Pods may have social 
hours on zoom, soon, too. That is a lot of oooo’s.  Lots of zooming we may 
have to get our own account to have accessibility for all! 

Nicole has her Challenge for Kona Color of the Year set for Show and tells in 
September. Peg Normandin is looking into spaces to hang our 
challenges.  Lots of show and tells! 

As we head into our last quarter of the year, I would like to remind every 
person we have Board Elections this November. Our Nominations 
Committee or Elections Committee is needed.  October is when we begin 
Nominations. Head on over to our bylaws section and see if any of the 
positions would be of interest to you.  Southsarasotamodernquiltguild.com 

Anny Hyde, Joy Abbot, and Barb Thornquist have put so much time effort 
and energy into the retreat we just postponed. I hope the new dates will 
work for everyone. Let’s get out there and thank them for their efforts! It 
would have been sew much fun, I would be in stitches laughing all the time! 

I am sure Mary will start accepting membership dues for 2021 in the coming 
months. This year has just flowed like a rushing river right before the 
waterfall. 

Wishing all a wonderful end of Summer.  Warmest Regards!  

Michelle McMillan 
President S2MQG 2020 
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Our Members are Sew Special 

 
 

Welcome 
Mollie Sevcik! 

 
 
Mollie Sevcik, a recent member of our guild, is a self-described newbie. She discovered quilting last March 
after watching "too many Youtube.com videos during this pandemic."  

 
 
Since starting to quilt, Mollie has completed two baby quilts as well as a Tula Pink 
Nova top. Well done! She's currently working on the La Passacaglia quilt and a 
Christmas quilt—25 blocks done! 
 
Mollie's husband Wally patiently turned the dining room table over to his wife to 
support her new passion. We like Wally already! 
 
 

Mollie looks forward to guidance on her La Passacaglia quilt from more 
experienced guild members.  
 
 
 
 

Please Meet 
Lynne Minguez! 

 
 
My name is Lynne Minguez and my introduction to quilting was about twelve to fifteen years ago when I went 
on a shop hop with friend Joy Abbott.  I had resisted quilting because I was already a stitcher, a beader and a 
scrapbooker.  How many hobbies can a girl afford?  I told her I did not want another hobby and she convinced 
me to come along on the shop hop and it would be safe cause I wouldn’t buy anything.  OMG, I left one of the 
shops with a Janome sewing machine that day!  So I always tell everyone I was drug into quilting kicking and 
screaming. 
 
I came to quilting as a “quilt mouse”….Sewing and quilting was intimidating to me.  I had never touched a 
machine or fabric in my lifetime.  My first quilt was a Christmas tree flannel rag quilt and I asked Joy, “do you 
think I can do this?”  Somehow I survived and that quilt is still one of my “go to quilts” because it is so soft and 
warm. 
 
After that I embraced quilting and thanks to friends like Joy Abbott, Cass Bowen, Helen Lucas, etc. I have 
learned many things.  Sometimes friends call me the “pillow case queen” because I have made so many pillow 
cases.  I even taught my eldest granddaughter Kacey how to make them.  I enjoy the simplicity and quick 
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gratification of making them.  I bounce between quilting and embroidery and this year made a major purchase 
of a Babylock Solaris embroidery machine.   
 

This summer has been my most productive to complete quilts…pandemic has to 
be good for something right?  I participated in a brown bag quilt through Cotton 
Patch Quilt Shop and the top is complete and just waiting to be quilted.  I 
participated in a multi-shop “Sewing Sewcial” where each shop created a quilt 
block and then took the blocks from the other participating shops and created a 
quilt design.  I could not decide between two of the shops finished quilts so I am 
doing two quilts and the blocks for those are completed.  Last but definitely not 
least, I participated in a block of the month through Missouri Star called 
Memphis Village Blues which is a spectacular quilt and I have completed 10 out 
of 12 blocks.   
 
 

My quilting style has run the gamut…oriental quilts and oriental 
fabrics were a passion and are still in my quilt room.  I did two…not 
one…was I crazy…king sized bargello quilts.  I have done paper 
piecing and some applique.  On my quilt burner waiting their turn is a 
multitude of Kaffe fabric, some reproduction fabric, flannel, you name 
it, it is there along with so many patterns.   
 
What keeps me coming back to quilting?  It is pure escape and 
therapeutic for whatever ails you.  You can escape from everything 
and everyone when you sit down to sew and the end result is 
something beautiful to behold. 
 
What is on my design Board?  I have a design board in my head and 
my ultimate goal is to one day create my own quilt pattern.  I consider myself a “craft person” recreating what 
others have had the talent and vision to create before me.  One day, I want to be the “artist” and not just the 
“craftswoman”.   
 

 
 

BROWN BAG 

BARGELLO  NUMBER TWO 

BROWN BAG 
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More Important News 

The Kona Color Challenge for 2020 

Hop on over to the S2MQG website for more information on this 
year's color challenge. Nicole Buckley is your resource for questions 
and support. Email a photo of your finished Kona Challenge to Jo 
Haraf to be featured in our next newsletter. 

 
Nicole Buckley's Kona Challenge Abacus Abstraction 

 

Playing with a Modern Deck 

Have you completed your playing card quilt? We 
want to have a full deck!  
 
We are working on a venue to display our Playing 
with a Modern Deck quilts in 2021. You will not 
want to be left out! Stay tuned for more information! 

 
 

 
Linda Crump's Disappearing Nine Patch (2019) 

 

 

In Our Community 

Mask Project 

See our web page for the most  
current status. 

Lilly Pod - on pause 

Riverview/Brandon area. Contact 
Carla Williams for more 

information. 
 

EQ8 Royalty 

Focused on designing quilts 
using Electric Quilt 8 software. 

Contact Nicole Buckley for more 
information. 

Mod Pod - on pause 

Currently full. Contact Katie 
Metheny for more information. 

Jacaranda Pod - on pause 

Currently full. Contact Carla 
Williams for more information. 

 
If anyone would be interested in 

leading a Zoom Pod, please contact 
Carla. She'd be happy to work with 

you to make your Pod possible. 
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Tricks and Tips 

 
 
 
Sometimes just the right tool makes all the difference.  
 
Recently, Mary Hayes shared her appreciation for specialty rulers for foundation paper 
piecing. Add-a-quarter rulers (in both 6" and 12" sizes) speed trimming, making the 
paper pieces nearly fly together.  
 
For those tiny pieces of FPP, Mary recommends using the add-an-eighth ruler and an 
80 or 100 weight thread for constructing these smaller blocks. A good quality fine 
thread reduces the bulk in paper-pieced seams.  
 
Add-a-quarter rulers labeled "plus" have a tapered long edge which makes folding 
along the stitch lines so easy.  
 

 
Do you have a trick or tip to share? 
Send your great idea to Jo Haraf. 

 
 
Buying and Selling 
 
Looking for longarm services? Peg Normandin Quilts provides high quality edge-to-edge computer guided 
longarm quilting. Most quilts are completed in three weeks or less. Visit her Facebook page, Peg Normandin 
Quilts, to see some of her work. Contact Peg at PegNormandinQuilts@gmail.com or 941-451-9881. 
 
 

Have a service or product to sell?  
In search of something quilt-related, new or used? 
Send your buy, sell, or trade details to Jo Haraf. 

 
 
What's on your mind?  
 

 
 
I recently purchased a copy of Why We Quilt by Thomas Knauer (2019). With 
its die-cut cover and stunning photographs, Knauer's book is as tactile as the 
quilts it features. After touching on antique quilts from the late 18th century, an 
1876 Temperance Union signature quilt, and the AIDS Memorial quilt started in 
1985, the book explores the motivations and art of forty contemporary quilt 
makers. I found the book's scope enlightening.  

Jo Haraf 
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Eager to share a favorite vendor, book, or other resource? 
Send your kudo or complaint to Jo Haraf. 

 

 
 
 


